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OFF RED AGAIN S'T A NEW TAX 


ON T H E 


NORTH 'L EVE L. 


PRINCIPLE of Duty to my Employer, having led me to 
inveſtigate the nature and Amount of the Funds for ſup- 
porting the Works of the North Level, a Belief that few 
of the Proprietors are acquainted with circumſtances ſo 
materially concerning their Intereſt, has impelled me to this Publica- 
tion. If a knowledge of what is here offered ſhould prove of any ule 
to a fingle Individual, I ſhall be ſufficiently gratified for my trouble. 
At any rate I hope no one will be offended, at my reſiſting “ A Plan, 
« for raifing Money to maintain and preſerve the Works belonging to 
„ the North Level, and for diſcharging the Debt contratted thereon,” 
fince it appears to me, either to be founded in Error, or to have for 
its purpoſe, ſomething widely differing from what its Title implies. 

To place the ſubjeti in its proper light, a Statement muſt be made 
of the two F unds that form the Revenucs of the North Level, as fol- 
lows. 

And firſt as to the Fund bs 858 Works, that is to ſay, 
"TRE Works of the Outring Banks of me ty orc Level. 


It 


(4) 


It is unnceſſary to go further back than the 27, . 8 
of George II. ſince by that Act, the Taxes on the Ad- | 
venturers Lands, which were the only Taxes then i ; 1 5 
ſubſiſting, and which ere by that A& applicable in - 717 3 6 


the firſt place to the making good and keeping in re- 8 
pair the Outring Banks, were ſettled at a Tax and 
Quarter per Acre, producing per Annum.” oj, 


By 29, Geo II. the Corporation was empowered 


to borrow 5oo0ol. on the Credit of the above Taxes, 


and that Sum was oy” borrowed and expended 
on the Banks * 


„ 


Deduct from the Sore. the Intereft thereof 250 0 © 


N Remained for ſupport of Works. 467 3 6 
By 11, Geo. III. a Tax Y Acres 7. 5. d. 

of 6d per Acre was laid on 

the Adventurers Lands in f 11600 producing 290 © © 

the North Level. 

6d. per A. on the Free Lands 20571 producing 514 5 ©. 

3d. per Acre an Portland, 7451 producing 93-2 10 


Acres — 39622 897 8 4 
N. B. There is a Power given by this Att 
for the Proprietors. to purchaſe off this - 
8 Tax of 8971. Bs. 4d. at go years Purchaſe. 
The Rents and contingent Revenues of the Compo. . 25 of 


100 Wr 
ration, amounted per Annum to | 
By Virtue of this Act of 11, Gzo. III. z0000l. 7 — 
borrowed and expended on the Banks, the ſame being 1464 11 10 
chargeable by the Act, on the whole of this Fund of \ 
Dedut the Intereſt of 200001. - - - 1000 0: © 
Remained far ſupport of Works 8 464 11 10 
| Afier the Expenditure of the above Money, by the © 
19, GEO. III. (1979) a Tax was laid of 4d. per Acre ,C 
on the North "Lon and 2d. on Portland, for g years 598 5 6 


for the further ſuppore of the Banks, producing the | 
annual Sum of . — — . 38 | 

N. B. This Tax qeaſes at Chriſtmas 1788. —̃ͤä(a—— 

Whole F und for Support of the Banks, 4 9 a 17 4 


1s) 


Buy the above Statement it appears moſt clearly, that after the Intereſt 
of 250001. was paid, 10621. 175. 4d. was the whole of what the Fund pro- 
duced for ſupport of the Banks, and Payment of Officers and Collettors 
Salaries. Let any one take a retroſpective View of the State and 
Condition of the North Bank in the year 1779, and compare it in his 
own Mind, with what the State and Condition now are in the year 
1788. He will convince himſelf that it has encreaſed in ſize and ſtrength 
very greatly, To that altho” 4641. 11s. 10d. per Annum, may be an in- 
fufficlent Fund for the future Support of the Outring Banks, the Im- 
propriety of laying a new Tax, that at the End of 13 years ſhall 
encreaſe that Fund to the enormous Sum of 17141. 145. 10d. per Annum, 
muſt be obvious, nay glaring as the Sun at Noon. 5 | 


But it is abſolutely unneceſſary to lay any freſh Tax either to encreaſe 
that Fund, or for the Purpoſe of paying off the Debt of 25000]. for of 
the Taxes laid by the 11, GEO. III. the Duke of Bedford pays 440). 
and Sir Sampſon Gideon 1141. 10s. per Annum, making together 
(What for the ſake of an even Sum, we will call) 550l. per Annum, 
and as that Ad empowers them to purchaſe off the Tax laid thereby, 
if thoſe Taxes were bought off, it would raiſe, 16500. the Intereſt of 
which is 8251. per Annum. — The Difference between the Intereſt 
got rid of, (825I.) and the Tax that will ceaſe, { 5;ol.) is 2751. per 
Annum, belides the ſaving of near 20l. per Annum for the Collection 
of thoſe very Taxes that would be bought off, and ſurely it would be 

- the height of folly for the Duke of Bedford, and Sir Samplon Gideon, 

to deſert the plain track that is before them, and go a round-about 
and expenſive Road to Parliament, to obtain a Power to charge their 
own Lands, with a Tax for the Purpoſe of paying themſelves, for thel. 
are abſolutely, of the 25000l, Creditors to the Amount of 16500 


and upwards. 


Add the Fund that will be left at Chriſtmas next when the laſt laid 

Taxes ceaſe, to the ſaving that will be produced by the Purchaſe of 

theſe Taxes of the Duke of Bedford's and Sir Sampſon Gideon's, and 

by the leſſening of the Collettor's Salary, and there will be 760l. per 
Annum, for Support of Banks only, after Payment of Intereſt for the 

Sum of 85001. the Remainder of the Debt. Beſides, the contingent 

. Revenues of the Corporation are now confiderably more than 100l. 
per Annum, and they are likely to be ſtill further improved, ſo that 
the Fund for Repairs of Banks only, may be fairly ſtated at 800l. per 


Annum, 


1 5 1 by + OT *. 4.4 
+a — ws Wc * 5 


e 83 . . 1 
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to ſome ae belt known to the Propoſer of the Scheme. 


Acre. This produces per Annum. e 


3 
Ann, and it is preſumed that no Perſon who has attended to the 
preſent Condition of the North Bank, which is wonderfully encreaſed in 
Size and Strength, and to the Improvement of the Outfal, which ren- 
ders a large and a ſirong Bank the leſs neceſſary, can be unreaſonable 
enough to ſay, that this Fund of 8ool. per Annum will be (inſufficient 
for the future ſupport of the Banks, when 10621. 178. 4d. has impro- 
ved them, from what they were in 1779, to the State they are now 


in, and when it is a certain Fact, that 4ool. per Annum, is the moſt 
that has been allowed by the Corporation, upon an Average, for the 


bo of the South Bank, which is only 2 miles in 12 miles and' 


5 furlongs ſhorter than the North Bank, to the, Repairs of which laſt, 
the Expenditure of this F und hath been almoſt p confined. 


And if neceſſary it lt be urged i in addittion to the . that 
the Plan in contemplation actually provides a leſs Sum than 800l. per 
Annum for repairs of che Banks during the firſt eleven years, encreaſing 
the Fund to 1309]: the twelfgh,year, and to 1409]. the thirteenth year, 
and leaving 17141, 118. 10d e Expiration "Po the time to be applied 


0 1 & © 
* FASS 3 A 


Next as to the Fund for Commiſſioners * orks, namely The 
Works of the Outfal of the North Level. fo PBs. 

No Tax had been laid for this Purpoſe, previous to]. 4. 
the 27, Geo, II. for till that Time the Qutfal had |. C. % d. 
been, ſuported by * Contribution of the Owners of. . 
the Eſtates now belonging to the Duke of Bedford 
and Sir Sampſon Gideon, as appears by Recitals in 
the Act; but by the 27th Geo. II. a Tax of 1s. per | 
Aere for four years, and afterwards of 6d. per Acre \ | 
was laid upon the whole of the North Level including 
Portſand, for the Purpoſe of ſupporting the Works of 
the Outfal, under the DireQion of the Commiſoners 
appointed by that Act. This Tax 1s ſtamped with the | 
name of the perpetual Tax, altho it is ſubjettto a di-- 
minution, after being lowered as it now is, to 6d. per | 


A * 


By the Word Contribution i it mull not be underſtood that the, Money was actually given 
for; that Purpoſe by theſe two Proprictors. It was in Fact only advanced to the Corporation 
by way of loan, and at the Diſmmemberment of the North Level, from the other two Levels, 
it was accounted for as ſuch,” in the 3 of Debts which then took place. 


By 


n 
- By the ſame AQ of the 27, Gro. II. the Commiſſioners were em- 
powered to borrow 14000]. on the Credit of the above Tax, and that 
Sum was accordingly borrowed and laid out on the Works of the 
Outfal, together with the Produce of another Tax ſubſequently laid 
for three years, which expired in 1776 or 19799 of onda ahora 


A Power was given by the Act of 27 Geo. II. for the Commiſſi- 
oners to lower the perpetual Tax (as it is called) after it was reduced 
to 6d. per Acre as abovementioned, provided the Debt of 1400o0l. 
ſhould ever come to be paid off, and to enable them to accompliſh 
that End, By 19, G 3 a further Tax was laid of 1s. per 
Acre on the Nöôrth Level, and 6d. on Portſand, for nine years, which 
produced 179 l. 168. 8d. per Annum, and this Fund together with the 
above 9981. 1 18. Ua to be applied in the Works of the Outfal 
and in Diſcharge of the 14000l, and at the End of the nine years, VIZ. 
at Chriſtmas, 1788, the Tax was to ceaſe, leaving the original Fund 
of ggol. 118. 2d, for Support of the Outfal, ſubjett to be lowered at 
the' Diſcretion of the Commtlioners RCRA: 2995 527070; 
VIE DS 31! in D113 O08; eins. 2119 of 100 07 ulis GS 110 Di. 
Now 15941.*16s:*84. per Apnum, will in g years, only pay off 129007. 
together with the Intereſt annually arifing on the Debt in its decrea- 
ſing State, notwithſtanding which, the Debt will be got rid of by Chriſt- 
„ mas 1788, when the Tax ceaſes. Of courſe, the other 20001. muſt 
have been made up out of the original Fund of ggol. TTü zd. and 
during th Payment of this Debt, the Outfal has improved very rapidly, 
as any one may judge for himſelf who obferves the Eaſe with which 
the Floods in the Waſh are now carried off, compared with what was 
their tagnant'ſtate formerly; fo that what will remain at Chriſtmas, 1788, 
viz. 990l. 118. 2d, will be more than can poſſibly be wanted for the mere 
purpole, of Rette good the Outfal. — Surely then, the Propietors of 
__Eftate&have a fight to expett that the Commiſſioners will tower the 3 
perpetual Tax, from 6d. to 4d. an Acre. | 


\ 
* 


C1 * - 
4a ST l n Ta « 
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This is the true State of the two Funds that form the Revenues of 
the North Level, from which it is preſumed every Trietor may 
judge for himſelf as to the Expediency or Neceſſity of the meaſure 
propoſed. — In this place it might eaſily be ſhewn, that the Scheme for 
anew Tax of 1s. per Acre as meant to be introduced for 13 years will not 


N. B. This Tax ceafes. at Chriſtmas, 1788. 


af 


| %% 
at the Expiration of that Period, accompliſh the ſmalleſt reduction of 
the Taxes that will ſubſiſt at Chriſtmas next; and if ſo, for what Purpoſe 


can the Proprietors, of Eſtates be expecled to burthen tbemſelves with 
a freſh Tax to raiſe Money, to N Pay Q the Debt, of '235000l. when their 


Eſtates will continue to pay 5 Intereſt of that de in the Jame Man- 
wiſe 


ner as if the Debt ſtill 25 It might like e ſhewn, that the 
Debt dock not attach the Adyenturers, ae 720 2 Free Lands, in 
the North Level in equal Proportions, but far ol erwiſe ; and if ſo. 
will it not be unreaſonable and unjuſt in tbe, higheſt degree to; call. 
upon the F 4 Aa for an e Tax to be applied in Diſcharge. of 
that Debt? It mighi further be he wh, that under all 5 705 > $=4h 
ſtances of 50 iency or, Neceſſity of int toducing a new Tax, PE APs 
plication for it is premature, Nes the ſtate gf the unsppropriated F 00 
ariſing from the, od Taxes, Which do not expire tl, Chriftmas 17155 
cannot in the Nature of 1 Th be „, until MidT Midſummer 4 
when the Accounts will laid before the ee : and if 15. 
is it not indecent and improper, to 28 90 cheme for a new Tax, 
before a ſingle Proprigtor can judge with Preci on, of the Effets of the 
old ones? But meaning to confine the Argument to the mere Neceſſit 
of the meaſure propoſed,, and hay: already Me Cas it is hoped ) 
in a ſatisfattory Ke BY yg a ely. unnece/ary..to any. irglh, 
Tax for the Augmentation of the Funds, or for the be Payment of the 
nN the. ReduQtion of che Debt by the means e by the i 


9 neceſſarily bringing 1 ks of of th Pf Funds; 


it Snag only to if eter bythe þ Nye. ec gag Sir 
Sampſon Gideon will be affe y the, propo eme o Wine 
off their ene the. Tax laid b the 11, of EO. 111.— As 12 the 
other Proprictors there can be no 1 4 — on the Nee it Meng, 


undoubtedly their, Intereſt, ſince there will be a ſaying to them, of all the 


Money that would; be taken from'them by the new, Tax, which in the 13 years 
would be no leſs a Sum ARGS? bouland and FOR ve Mae 


12 118 Y (33 | TIC) 1 93S EB by +1: 
Hs to the Duke of Bedford. 


We will ſupp poſe. har 12 rol of his Grace $ Debt mall be paid off. 
*The new Tax 1 waold take from his Grace 880l. per : 
Anhum. which wich the ee for 13 years is | 15409 0 15 


: itt ME Ce 14 33 Dy A $1434 711] 2 a 1 x- Ta We ae it 
* The Purchaſe of the Tax of 64. per z at go years | Purchaſe, — the. Continuation X 
it, . to che ſame ſum, they are nat neceſſary % be ſlated on eicher fide of the Account, 


The 


18 


1 
Brought forward 1540 0 0 


The Ben r 420k. . part of big 1. 4. 
Grace's Debt, at g; per Cent. is 623 0 © 
The Outgoings of his Grace's Eſtate Ta 
will be leſſened by the Purchaſe 26 440 0 Da 
the Tax at e 66h Aore. — » 


— 


Try | — . PD 6 7 


His Grace' $ 88 will be wit en the ſum of 183 0 - 
Which at go years Purchale iss 5550 0 9 
The Duke of Bedford will gain by purchaſing be) 

T ax of 6d. per Acre, inſtead of charging his Eſtate 4 9850 0 

with a new Tax of 18. an Acre for 13 year? | Jr rrmm— 


As to Sir Sampſon Gideon, 
5). ate Ant goool.. of bis Debt ſhall be paid off 


The new Tax would take from him 223). per Annum, 3 
which with the Intereſt thereof for 13 years, is 8 3947 | 
The Intereſt of goool part of Sir Samp- 1. 3. 
fon Gideon's Debt, at 5 per Cent, is 99 % 


Ihe Outgoings of his Eſtate will be leſ. 5 
ſened by Purchaſe of the Tax, - - - 114 10 


— 


— — 


The leſſening of Sir Sampſon Gideon's 
e tiene wi be - : —— 8 
Which at go years Purchaſe i Ii -. -:. 2068 0 0: 

Sir Sampſon Gideon will gain by purchaſing the 
Tax of 6d. per Acre, inſtead of charging his Each 1298 0 © 


// ̃ ᷣ̃ SMA ti nhnts =. 


Thus it clearly appeses that the fallowing Sums would be thrown 


away by the meaſure of introducing the new Tax. viz. 
The Duke of Bedford would loſe - - 9850 0 © 
Sir Sampſon Gideon would loſe - - - 1292 © © 
The other mann would lole - - - 840 oO © 


a — — 


—_—_— 


The Loſs in the whole would be the enormous Sum of 7 232170 0 


—— _ 


This 


—  --  —  —  — — 
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© This plain State of the miſchievous Conſequences that would attend 
the Introduttion of the new Tax, almoſt ſtaggers Belief, and yet the 
whole Foundation on which thefe Facts are built, muſt be done away, 
before their Credit can be impeach'd; but if this cannot be done it is 
hoped the Scheme will he abandoned, and inftead thereof, that it will 
be recommended to the large Proprietors to emancipate their Eſtates, 
from the ſhackles of part of thoſe Taxes that already ſubſiſt. Indeed 


the whole Debt might be got rid of by the ſamèe means, in which Caſe, 


the aggregate Funds for the Works of the North Level, would, with the 
Saving of the Receiver's Salary, amount to Two Thouſand Pounds ſub- 
jet to Payment of not a Shilling Intereſt: A Fund fo much above 


what is likely to be wanted, that there are very flatteringreafons for be- 


lieving that by the ſame Management which has hitheto been practiced, 


the Works would be kept in an improving State, and a gradual dimi- 


nution of the ſtill remaining Taxes might be annually made, till in 
the End landed Property in the North Level, might produce ſome- 
thing more than ideal Wealth or imaginary Income. 


| 24 1 "GEO! MAXWELL, Agent 
Fletton near Peterborough, 024, e | 
Auguſt 5th, 2778. to Sir Sampſon Gideon, Bart. 


